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It is hard to imagine two 
Supreme Court justices who 
differ on cases more often 
than liberal Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg and conservative 
Antonin Scalia. 

Ginsburg’s dissent from the 
majority opinion in the re-

cent Hobby 
Lobby 
religious 
exemption 
case was 
particularly 
blistering 
and vitu-
perative.

However, 
there is at 

least one thing they agree 
upon enthusiastically.

Opera.
Friends away from the 

court, Ginsburg and Scalia 
attend operas and have done 
talks on the subject together.

While Scalia has never 
been to The Glimmerglass 
Festival — Ginsburg said that 
is mostly because he is often 
teaching in the summer — 
on Saturday, Ginsburg for 
the third year in a row gave 
a presentation on opera and 
the law to a packed house at 
The Glimmerglass Festival’s 
Alice Busch Opera Theater in 
Springfield.

The program involved 
members of Glimmerglass’ 
Young Artists Program 
performing various scenes 
from opera involving law and 
justice, with commentary 
and insight from Ginsburg.

Scalia’s and Ginsburg’s 
friendship, as well as their 
dueling opinions and judicial 
philosophies on the court, 
forms the basis of “Scalia/
Ginsburg,” a new comic opera 
written by composer Derrick 
Wang, a former law student.

“It’s very funny,” said 
Ginsburg, who said that the 
first excerpts of the opera 
were performed for an audi-
ence that consisted mostly 
of those who work in the 
justices’ chambers.

All the proceeds from Gins-
burg’s programs at Glimmer-
glass go to the festival.

“Opera is for the most 
part not the real world … 
it’s a fantasy,” said Ginsburg 
in an interview before her 
program. “But it is such an 
engaging art because it has 
everything. It has a(n) orches-
tra, glorious singing, drama, 
comedy.”

Ginsburg, 81, said that she 
has been attending The Glim-
merglass Festival for more 
than 10 years, and gave it 
high praise.

“This theater is a gem of a 
house,” said Ginsburg, who 
compared it to the Glyn-
debourne Opera House in 
England. “The acoustics are 
wonderful … and we’ve seen 

some excellent productions 
here.”

Ginsburg said that when 
she first did her program at 
The Glimmerglass Festival, 
it was at The Otesaga Resort 
Hotel and no performances 
were involved.

“I suggested to Francesca 
Zambello (artistic director 
and general director of The 
Glimmerglass Festival), if we 
illustrated what I was saying 
with music from the young 
artists, that would be more 
engaging,” Ginsburg said.

The program adopted this 
format last year, and returned 
with this same format Sat-
urday, albeit with different 
selections.

The Glimmerglass Festival’s 
Young Artists Program helps 
to give training and perfor-
mance experience to singers, 
musicians and other opera 
artists beginning their opera 
careers. 

Ginsburg introduced and 
spoke briefly on each of the 
seven pieces performed 
by members of the Young 
Artists Program. She also 
made some other com-
ments concerning opera. 
These included observing 
how Leonore’s behavior in 
Beethoven’s “Fidelio,” where 
she disguises herself as a 
man to rescue her husband, 
showed how women really 
are; noting that Frederic’s 
problem in “The Pirates of 
Penzance” showcased the dif-
ferences between strict and 
sensible construction of the 
law; and asking that, while 
death row inmate Joseph De 
Rocher, one of the central 
characters in the opera “Dead 
Man Walking,” has committed 
a terrible crime, what good 
does it do to kill him?

The piece that was re-
ceived the most enthusiasti-
cally by the audience was the 

final one, where Jacqueline 
Echols performed an excerpt 
from “Scalia/Ginsburg,” re-
ceiving applause throughout 
her performance. Echols will 
be returning to Glimmerglass 
next year to sing the role 
of Pamina in Mozart’s “The 
Magic Flute.”

Ginsburg said that she has 
been a fan of the opera since 
she was 11 years old but said 
she never possessed the tal-
ent to take the stage herself.

“Only in the shower and in 
my dreams,” said Ginsburg, 
when asked if she sings. “I’m 
monotone.”

Ginsburg said she studied 
piano and cello when she 
was younger, saying that she 
took up the cello in order to 
play in her school orchestra.

“We had three rows of cel-
los, I was in the very last row, 
and I never wanted to be pro-
moted,” she said. “I was very 
happy to be where I was.”

Asked whether she found 
that there was a performance 
aspect to being a justice, 
Ginsburg said: “Unlike in 
some courts abroad, an 
argument at the court is a 
dialogue, it’s a conversation 
between the justices and 
the lawyer. A lawyer will be 
lucky if she gets the first two 
minutes without interruption 
or question.”

Ginsburg said, however, 
that the justices spend most 
of their time reading, writing 
and thinking in their cham-
bers about the cases before 
them.

Ginsburg said that she 
will be seeing all four of The 
Glimmerglass Festival’s pro-
ductions this year, and had 
seen the festival’s production 
of “Carousel” on Friday.

“I thought they did a great 
job,” she said.

In addition to The Glim-
merglass Festival, Ginsburg 

said that she has visited 
some of the area’s other 
attractions, specifically The 
Farmers’ Museum, the 
Fenimore Art Museum and 
the National Baseball Hall of 
Fame and Museum.

She praised the Eugene 
and Clare Thaw Collection 
of American Indian Art at 
the Fenimore, and noted 
that the last time she visited 
the Baseball Hall of Fame, 
its president, Jeff Idelson, 
gave her a DVD of the Jackie 
Robinson movie “42.” She said 
she showed it to any of the 
Supreme Court staffers who 
wanted to see it.

At the conclusion of her 
program, Ginsburg took a 
few questions from the audi-
ence, revealing, among other 
things, that she was first ex-
posed to opera through one 
produced by Dean Dixon, an 
African American composer.

“I was blown away by the 
experience,” said Ginsburg, 
who said that Dixon sought 
to turn children on to beauti-
ful music. “Dean Dixon was a 
man ahead of his time.”

She also said that if she 
had to cast Chief Justice John 
Roberts in a role of an opera, 
it would be Sarastro in “The 
Magic Flute.”

Ginsburg said she hopes to 
return to Glimmerglass next 
year.

“I will certainly come back 
here next year. Whether we’ll 
do this program, we’ll see,” 
said Ginsburg. “If Francesca 
likes it … we’ll probably do 
it again.”

Speaking at the conclusion 
of the program, Zambello 
seemed more than happy 
with the prospect of a Gins-
burg return.

“I think you left the door 
open that you might come 
back next year,” said Zam-
bello, to loud applause.

Justice Ginsburg talks opera at Glimmerglass
BY BERA DUNAU

STAFF WRITER

KARLI CADEL|THE GLIMMERGLASS FESTIVAL.

SUPREME COURT JUSTICE RUTH BADER GINSBURG appears onstage with members of 
The Glimmerglass Festival’s Young Artists Program and Glimmerglass Festival Artistic and 
General Director Francesca Zambello, right.

Ginsburg

Derrick Wang could have 
come to any number of con-
clusions when he was study-
ing constitutional law and 
reading the dueling opinions 
of United States Supreme 
Court Justices Antonin Scalia 
and Ruth Bader Ginsburg. 
But beyond any legal insights 
gained, Wang came to an ar-
tistic realization: He wanted 
to write an opera about the 
material.

Scalia is one of the leading 
conserva-
tive voices 
on the 
court, 
while Gins-
burg is a 
prominent 
member of 
the court’s 
liberal 
wing. The 
two are often on the op-
posite sides of high-profile 
decisions, most recently in 
this year’s 5-4 decision on 
the Hobby Lobby religious 
exemption case, for which 
Ginsburg wrote a fierce dis-
sent.

“There’s so much drama 
here (in the justices’ writ-
ings),” said Wang. “This has to 
be an opera.”

The opera that Wang wrote 
is called “Scalia/Ginsburg,” 
an excerpt of which was 
performed as part of Justice 
Ginsburg’s program on opera 
and the law at The Glimmer-
glass festival on Saturday.

“From what I can tell the 
response seemed to be very 
positive,” said Wang, who 
read reports about the per-
formance on social media.

Wang said that he was 
informed that the selection 
would be performed at The 
Glimmerglass Festival earlier 
this summer. Wang said that 
he visited the National Base-
ball Hall of Fame and Mu-
seum, but he has not been to 
Glimmerglass, although it is a 
place he would like to go.

Wang said he started tak-
ing piano lessons when he 
was four-years old, after his 
parents heard him playing 
the piano in imitation of his 
older brother.

“I’ve always been playing 
in one way or another,” said 
Wang.

Wang said he was largely 
self-taught until he was in 
college.

Wang attended Harvard 

University, where he received 
a music degree. He then 
went on to receive a Master 
of Music from Yale University.

It was during his studies 
at University of Maryland 
Carey School of Law, where 
he received his law degree 
in 2013, that Wang became 
inspired to write “Scalia/Gins-
burg,” after reading Scalia’s 
dissents, which he likened 
to a, “rage aria about the 
constitution.”

In contrast, he said he 
found Justice Ginsburg’s 
opinions to have not only a 
different point of view and 
writing style, but a “steely 
strength.”

“Scalia/Ginsburg” is a one-
act comic opera, which sees 
the two justices having to 
work together to pass three 
cosmic tests.

“Scalia/Ginsburg” borrows 
elements from previous 
operas, similar to the way 
judges and lawyers use prec-
edent from previous cases 
when making arguments 
and writing opinions. Wang 
said that he chose to make 
“Scalia/Ginsburg” a comic 
opera, because he found that 
the justices had a certain wit 
to them.

Wang said he didn’t want 
to give his political opinions, 
hoping the work will stand 
on its own. “I would plead the 
authorial fifth,” he said.

Despite their different 
political views, in real life, the 
justices are also friends, and 
sometimes attend the opera 
together.

Excerpts from the produc-
tion were first performed 
in June 2013 at the United 
States Supreme Court in the 
court’s east conference room. 
The audience consisted 
mostly of Justice Ginbsurg, 
Justice Scalia and their 
respective staffs.

“It was such an honor to be 
there,” he said.

While excerpts have been 
performed by such groups as 
the Washington National Op-
era, a full production has yet 
to be staged. Wang said that 
he is in discussions to get a 
full production performed.

Wang said he is focusing 
on writing and composing 
for the stage. He also does 
lectures on law and music, 
and performs on the piano. 
In addition to continuing to 
be involved in the develop-
ment of “Scalia/Ginsburg,” he 
is also working on a few new 
projects.

‘Scalia/Ginsburg’   
an inspiration for 
composer Wang

BY BERA DUNAU
STAFF WRITER

Wang

Faced with complaints from 
upset homeowners contend-
ing their house assessments 
are inflated above market 
value, officials in the town 
of Otsego are moving ahead 
with a revaluation this year.

One of the most populous 
communities in Otsego Coun-
ty, the town has about 3,900 
residents and 1,700 house-
holds. Otsego includes most 
of the village of Cooperstown 
and several other villages and 
hamlets.

The problem for the town is 
that the last time it com-

pleted a full revaluation was 
2007 just before the economy 
was sent reeling by the reces-
sion and just before property 
values began to decline, said 
Otsego Town Supervisor 
Anne Geddes Atwell.

“The actual sales value 
of everything started to go 
down,” she said. “We had 
people take us to court — 
and they were right. They 
have a point.”

Otsego’s new revaluation 
is expected to conclude next 
year.

Otsego town officials have 
decided to pay a company 
run by Michael Maxwell, a 
licensed appraiser since 1993 

and a certified assessor since 
2001, to complete the revalu-
ation.

Atwell confirmed he is 
the brother of the town’s 
appointed assessor, Rich Max-
well, who was appointed to 
the post earlier this year. She 
said town officials discussed 
the proposal submitted 
by Michael Maxwell’s firm, 
Maxwell Appraisal Service of 
Spencer, with town attorney 
Michelle Kennedy, before 
accepting his offer to do the 
work for $98,000.

Going with a competing 
offer would have cost the 
town considerably more — 
$133,000, Atwell said.

“We determined there 
was absolutely no conflict 
of interest” to hire a firm for 
the revaluation headed by 
the brother of the assessor, 
Atwell said.

She noted that no transac-
tions will be made between 
the assessor and the revalua-
tion firm.

Rich Maxwell is also the 
assessor for the town of 
Oneonta and the city of 
Oneonta.

Rather than getting new 
measurements for all proper-
ties, the new revaluation will 
be a limited one and will use 
an array of financial data that 
will be crunched to deter-

mine the assessment for each 
property, Atwell said.

The town of Middlefield, 
which includes a smaller 
chunk of the village of 
Cooperstow, has also been 
contemplating a revaluation. 
But no final decision has been 
made, said Middlefield Town 
Supervisor Dave Bliss.

Hank Schecher, director 
of the Otsego County Real 
Property Tax Office, said 
many towns avoid conduct-
ing revaluations because of 
the costs associated with 
them, particularly if they are 
to involve on-site inspections, 
measurements and photo-
graphs of each property. The 

decision to begin one rests 
with the town boards in each 
community, he noted.

While there has been 
discussion in Albany about 
mandating a regular cycle for 
having revaluations, the idea 
has not advanced, he added.

Some towns end up with 
assessments that are lower 
than the actual values for 
properties, while others have 
assessments that exceed the 
values, Schecher pointed out. 
The way the assessments are 
calibrated impact the por-
tion of sales tax and school 
tax that the towns will reap, 
Schecher pointed out.

Town of Otsego to redo property assessments this year
BY JOE MAHONEY 

THE DAILY STAR

Matthew K. Hazzard has been appointed as interim 
executive director of the Cooperstown Chamber of 
Commerce.

Hazzard replaces Patricia Szarpa, executive director 
since April 2012, who resigned in June.

Hazzard is a graduate of Cooperstown Central School 
and received a bachelor’s degree from the State Univer-
sity College at Cortland, where he studied economics 
and sports management and played basketball and 
baseball.

During college, he served as a programming and 
education intern at the National Baseball Hall of Fame 
in 2003. After graduation and a two-year fellowship 
with the United States Golf Association, Hazzard joined 
the Major League Baseball Players Alumni Association 
as director of memorabilia for Major League Alumni 
Marketing, the MLBPAA’s for-profit subsidiary. During his 
eight-year tenure, gross revenue for that new business 
venture grew to more than $3 million, Hazzard said.

He and wife, Stephanie, who is Hall of Fame education 
director, live in Cooperstown with their son, Paxton.

Hazzard named 
interim director            
of Coop chamber 

PAUL DONNELLY

Watchers on the wall
Work on the Iroquois Farm wall is nearing the completion of the third phase of the project. The work, which is being done by Tom Ed-
wards Masonry of Sullivan County, has stopped for Induction Weekend and will re-start in August. From left, Tyler Shane, Darin Ward 
and Tom Totten.
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